




What do you smell 
inside that box,Tank?
I can’t smell through 
boxes as well as you.

Guava

Mango

Curry

Peach

Cherry









Good job Tank!
You found bugs 
that we don’t want 

in California.

GPex
Galatic Postal Express



Help Tank get his treat by sniffing out the 
bone. Watch out for bad bugs!

Which two beetles are exactly alike?





Why does Tank 
sni� packages?

ADOPT CANINE DISEASE TANK  PACKAGE SCRATCHES 
BEETLE CHERRY DOG INSECT PEACH SEEDS 
BOX CITRUS FLY MANGO PEST SMELL 
BUGS COUNTY FRUIT MOTH PLANT SNIFF 
CALIFORNIA CURRY GUAVA MAIL SANTA.CLARA SOIL 
    WEEDS 

 
After finding all the words in the word search, use left over letter to fill in  the message below

INVASIVE INSECTS AND PLANT DISEASES FOUND ON FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IN THE MAIL CAN HARM CALIFORNIA'S AGRICULTURE

ANSWERS KEY:



Santa Clara County’s
Parcel Inspection 

Canine
“TANK”

Santa Clara County Agriculture Detector Dog, Tank, was born on January 27th, 2018. He is a chocolate 
lab, surrendered as a puppy by his owners and rescued from the Humane Society shelter by the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to be trained as a detector dog.

Tank is a food driven, energetic and extremely intelligent lab that loves to work which made him a 
perfect candidate for the Agriculture Detector Dog Program. He was transferred to the USDA National 
Detector Dog Training Center (NDDTC) in Newnan, Georgia to start his new training. While in school, 
Tank learned to alert on five initial fruits: apple, guava, citrus, mango and stone fruit. Since then, Tank 
has increased his “nose pallet”. He gets rewards for alerting on any kind of an “agriculture smell” so he 
has now intercepted flowers, trees, plants, fruit, soil, snakes and insects found in the pet trade, and 
lemons illegally being shipped through a parcel carrier. His olfactory senses are so strong that he has 
even been able to detect a plant culture sample in a petri dish for lab analysis.

When Tank is not working, he likes to spend time with his handler chasing balls at the dog park and 
playing with his favorite neighbor, Major (Contra Costa County’s agriculture canine). His favorite treat is 
banana with almond butter.

Tank finds an unmarked package 
with fruit.

Tank and his handler protect
California agriculture



California Agriculture 
  

California is the top agricultural producer in the United States.  Our State produces over 400 different 
commodities, which account for about half of the US grown fruit, nuts, and vegetables, many of which 
are only grown in California.  Some of the fruits and vegetables you may have eaten today, either fresh 
or in a processed product, likely originated from California.    
  
California Quarantines 
  

Exotic pests pose a threat to our backyard gardens, the environment, and agriculture in both Santa Clara 
County and across California. On average, a new pest is introduced into California every 60 days.   Each 
year, these insects and diseases cost our state’s agricultural industry approximately $3 billion in control 
costs, crop losses, and in export losses due to restrictions.  
  
Please Help Keep California Pest Free!    
  
Santa Clara County’s Quarantine Exclusion Program 
 
Santa Clara County has a detector dog team inspecting packages at parcel delivery facilities. Many 
packages of plants, fruits or vegetables are sent in unmarked packages and the only way we know they 
contain agricultural products is to employ a powerful nose.    
 
Our detector canine, Hendrix, is a black lab mix and he will scratch at parcels to alert our dog-handler 
the package needs to be inspected.  The package is then examined by a biologist to determine if the 
agricultural products are allowed into California. 

For more information,
please contact:

  
Santa Clara County

Division of Agriculture
1553 Berger Drive

San Jose, CA 95112
Phone: (408) 918-4600

To see more teacher resources and read 
more about Tank and our detection 

program, visit Santa Clara County Division 
of Agriculture’s website:

http://www.sccagriculture.org


